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snch nonsense, but I can'’t.
But it is not true that it is only
shirtsleeve

the working class must pay the in- \
terest, or dividends, just as surely|they will grow richer and richer

Seventy-five million dollars! tal’’ and are as eecure as the Lered-
Think & bit. We are s0 in the|itary monarchs and nobility of Eun-
habit of dealing in millions that we |rope. Their ‘‘working capital’’
looee sight of their meaning. The|consists of the legal right to take,
-total assessed value of Scott county | or tax, and cgpnot be destroyed so
={and, buildings, money merchan- [long as thé#doctrine of '‘vested
dise, banks, railroads, everything, |rights’’ holds.
in less than six million—or about| What are you going to do about
-one-thirteenth the value of the es- [it?! Will you keep on voting to
tate of one man who produced no- |continue these conditions, as de-
thing but poverty, misery and cor- | manded by both old parties, or will
rupt government. you vote to put that *'working cap-
According to the vote last fall we |ital’’ into the hands of all the peo-
bave a population of near twenty|ple, as demanded by the Socialist
thousand souls in Scott county.|party?
"Yet here is one man whouphwultll: It's up to you! )
equals that of 260,000 people suc =

A queer old world is this, and
total assessed value of this entire some Vety aubee peonls 1a 18, | One
day last week while I was in St.

uo means the richest man we have|sp, hig drug stores of the town.
o support. Either Rockefeller or|Standing at the cigar counter wait-
Uarnegie are ten times as rioh. |ing for some change, I noticed an
Rockefeller's wealth is estimated as | individul enter the front door, walk
equal to more than two-thirds the | briskly down E:n the long counter
<otal assessed valuation of the en-|of many brands of whiskey kept on
tire state. Where one has so much |sale, uatil his .“h on the
why should we wonder at the many f::.'“’ﬁ':‘;l:‘:::" :";:a ::::iﬂ

R s sy over aad took bold of a pint faek
the feutt ls ot with individule, | s Lhoved ib itiso Ris posket=jus

like he had done the same thing a
Yut with the system, and that 0| thousand times before. The sales-
Yong as the present capitalist sys-|man seemed to understand too, for
tem 4¢ maintained conditions wi{l b'omulihwl:a u&: ze;e:n mﬁl J:;;t
-grow worse, If you have small- out ac to the
pox in your system it cannot be n\!mlnnr.who uu'ppod to the cash-
<ared by poulticing the eruptions! hl: desk, his bill and ;'o::lﬂl
Neither can the capitalist reformers| 1 # W8 0w say, ‘Nothing

singular abbut that!’” Ordinarily,
weare the d"‘"‘l‘:? °'“;‘ ":tm no. But who do you suppose the
-system by regulating the trusts, haser " :
guarauteeing bank deposits, tink- e waat Wall, Il tall you

He was a man who, ing over
ering with the tariff and preaching | twenty years ago, 'evangelized’ all
-against the liquor traffic,

throngh Sontheast Missouri. He

Like quite all rich men who die, | fairly tore up the ground, all the
‘Mr. Rogers left his property '‘in|way from the Mississippi to the
¢rust.” In other words, the heirs|foot-hills of the Ozarks. He held
«:an use only the income. The in-

a meeting right here in Ironton for
«some, which must be contributed

a month or more, and most bitter
%oy the people, is all that Mr. Ro- and pronounced was his denuncia-
wers used, aud yet he was able to

:i‘o.n' of the demon, Drink. True,
tay aside a dozen Scott countys as Wh_Ovee VReRY peais ARD,
“‘working capital.’”” The interest

But, for all that, I say it is a queer
iis all the heirs will use and, in spite

world, aud some queer people in it.
—[ronton Register.
«of themselves and their extravagant| ’'Tis sad that such is the case, but
and riotous living, each will be|it is only in keeping with the hyp-
forced to lay aside a bunch of Scott|ocritical lives we lead.® The minis-
countys. They cannot spend their|ter who is honest and tries to do
incomes and must continually seek|good is apt to be found in some ru-
mew investments. ral circuit, while the college-bred
What will they do when they|‘‘divine’’ who ‘‘plays the game’’
‘have drained the country and there | gets a tent and a singer and starts
‘is nothing more to gobble up? out ‘‘evangelizing,”’ or gets higher
Take, for instance, the _Gonldl. up. I could mention at least two
‘Every child of Jay Gould is richer| who ' ‘evangelized’’ and *'fairly tore
‘today than he was. And all have|up the ground’’ in Southeast Mis-
“tried to squander their incomes!|souri who were afterwards locked
“The boys squander large blocks of | up by city police for being drunk
iton fast women and divorce courts. |on the streets. And another took
Helen is trying to give hers-away|a job as editor of a liquor organ in
:and establish a reputation as a|8t, Louis county.
ipbilanthropist. If there was any| I was also in Bt. Louis recently,
- way to rid ourselves of these barn- | Unele Eli, and, like yourself, I see
:acle, why are we still supporting|things. In the evening the Salva-
.Anna! She has never benefitted | tion Army showed up. They knelt
the people of this country one pen-|on the stone-paved street and pray-
ny or given snything in return for|ed long and loud. Then began the
the millions upon million we have|singing accompanied by hideous
+gent to her in France. discords from drum, tamborine and
Asa girl she bought herself a|bones.
‘title—countess—by marry & bank-| In a little while the sidewalk was
wupt French (no)count. She lived | jammed—and the '‘sisters’” went
*with him and squanded the millions | throngh the crowd and through the
‘the system extracted from the peo- | saloons taking up the usual collec-
ple of this country until she tired|tion. All about were the police. It
of him. Then she got a. divorce|was in the neighborhood of SBeventh
and bought herself another bank-|and Walnut—considered tough.
rupt count for us to support. And| And I wondered!
‘they live in extravagance—and the| Wondered why the police would
men and women who work on or|allow this motly outfit, with its ear-
patronize the Gould railroads foot | rasping discords, while an orderly
ahe bills. gathering of Bocialists, with only
* Last fall I heard Cowherd and |one man talking, would have been
«other spell-binders say that it was|clubbed out of existence and the
~ouly *‘three generations from shirt|speaker probably locked up.
zsleve to shirtaleeve.”’ This is sup-| Thus I wondered.
-posed to be their answer to Social-| Then came a thought.
ism—that in every three genera-| I recalled that these people had
tions the under dog will get on top | begun operations by kneeling in
zand t under. rayer.
.?-su:;o:p t:;' contention be true,| That's were the BSocialists fall
~ who cares to live under such a dog- | down—hard!
1 They don’t open with prayer.
And the ruling class wont stand
for any ‘‘infidelity’’ like that.
In the halls of legisiation they
have high-salaried chaplains to open
prayer.
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Louis I had occasion to visit one of | .

§e
A w g o

WHY I8 IT 801

Is it not a little strange that the
only answer capitalism has is that
Bocialism will bring about the very
conditions that now exist! One of
charges is that the
Socialists want to divide up. Ask
tenant farmer if he does not di-
up his erop with his landlord?
man who is in debt if he
does not have to divide up his in-
come with the one who '‘accommo-
dated’’ him? Ask the man who
pays $50 for a $26 wagon if he is
not dividing up with somebody?

Others of their scare-crows are
that Socialism is against religion;
that it will break up the home; de-
stroy the family and insugurate
free love. Roosevelt recently un-
loaded himself of & choice assort-
ment of this sort of gush. Let us
see what capitalism is doing for the
home, religion and morality. I
will submit only capitalist authori-
ty. Read again what C. G. Roe,
assistant state’s attorney of Cook
county (Chicago) says abont con-
ditions in the town where both of
the old parties maintain national
headquarters during camgaigns:

*'In Chicago alone there are more
than 25,000 women leading a life
of shame, and statistics show that
the average life of a fallen woman
is five years. Five thousand per-
sons must, therefore, be recruited
every year in i‘HICAGO ALONE!

"'The methods employed to en-
tice young women are quite similar,
but as to the particulars each case
varies to some extent. After the
girls are once within the resort,
the stories are about the same.
The street clothes are seized and
parlor dresses varying iu length are
put upon them. They are threat-
ened, never allowed to write let-
ters, never permitted the use of the
telephone, mever trusted outside
the house without the escort of a
annr. until two or three months
ave elasped, when they are con-
sidered hardened to the life and too
ashamed to face parents and
friends again.

Girls are told of or
witnessed others who tried to
eicape, have seen their failure and
punishment, and are thereby
eowodl imdlnbmhlihon. They u\;
always upon the pretense o
bein indebte? to thephome and
this indebtedness has long been the
backbone of the white alave sys-
tem. From the time the girl is
firat sold .into the house she ia con-
stantly in debt. First, for the
money the owner gave to the pro-
curer for her, next for her parlor
clothes, then for the money her
procurer borrows from the owner
on her as his property, goods and
chattels. The benda of slavery are
thus fastened upon these poor mor-
tals by a system of vice that the
people of this great country little
realized existed until lately.”
Mr. Roe gives in detail the methods
employed by which several girls,
whose procurers have been prose-
cuted, were captured. Love aud
ambition- are the baits most often
used, he savs,

That’s capitalism boiled down!
Twenty-five thousand fallen women
(a number greater than the eatire
population of Scott county) in one
city! And what is true of Chicago
is true of every large city. The
average ''earnings'’ of these wo-
men is $2,000 per year, yet all they
get out of it is a miserable exist-
ence. And WE send missionaries
among the heathen to teach them
OUR civilization! OUR code of
morality! OUR religion!

Some time before his retirement
President Roosevelt appointed a
commission to investigate the con-
dition in American homes to find
out what was wrong. The evident
purpose of the imvestigation was
to discover the canse of the wide-
spread unrest among the masses.
Any Socialist conld have furnished
this information without charge.
But Teddy wanted it officially and
his commission worked faithfully
and recently made its report.

And-——-

By ginger!

The report was suppressed.

That isn’t the way they tell it in
Washington. But if you write for
a copy of this-report you will be
told that it is '‘out of print!” It
was such an indictment of capital-
ism that it resembled a BSocialist
pamphlet more than a government
report. Here is & paragraph taken
from it:

“The revenues from pros-
titution in Chicago in 1896 is esti-
mated at
DOLLARS and probably more,
There are at least 10,000 profes-
sional prostitutes. Anoual a
receipts of $2,000 each are b t
in H these « They do not
T ELVES, however, bave
the benefls of revenue. Much
of it is mever received by them.
THEY IN F . BX.
IIM'I'ID LARGE BUSI-

K88 INTERESTS." '
No wonder Roosevelt lit out for

Africa. Amoug other things, his

E:rhupl have
ve

TWENTY MILLION|

BENTON, MO., JUNE 12, 1909.

commission told him that the
tap-root of prostitution is Big
Bizness! The report goes on and
tells of 2,000 fallen women in-
vestigated in New York City. Of
these 750 are between the ages of
16 and 20; 1,164 between the ages
of 20 and 39, and 96 are over 40.
The report says:

'Of the 2,000 cases examined
with reference to previous occupa-
tions, 933 belonged to the servant
class, 499 lived with parents or
friends, 280 were dressmakers, tail-
oresses and seamstresses, and the
remainder were engaged in miscel-
laneous occupations. 534 claimed
to have earned only $1 per week;
336, $2; 230, $3; 127, #4; 68,85."

Hence, according to this capital-
ist report, the recruits corme from
ameng the working girls who are
nnllkale to live on from $1 to $5 per
WeekK.,

e ——

FIFTY CENTS A DAY.
P Biloxi, Mlss., May 31.—Missis
sippi has a wondertul law, allowing
municipalities to order out men to
work the streets six days. or in lieu
thereof to pay #3. This law the
city council of Biloxi is now trying
to enforce, and the common people
are enraged and many are refusing
to work. [In fact, only a half doz
en colored men have yet cousented
to work.

A hundred or two of the well to
do have paid the tax, but there are
hundreds of men and their families
who are now out of work and suf-
fering for want of food. Undor
this law, which forces a poor man,
who has not the #3, to work for 50
cents per day, there is no provision
for feeding, and each man must
feed himelf.

One of the provisions ot the law
is that in the event of refusal to pay
or work nut the tax the man who
refuses must go to jail and stay
there until all the fines, court costs
ete., are paid.
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WHAT IS SOCIALISM!

What is Bocialism? That is the
problem that quite all the thinking
people are studying todsy. The
capitalists, who are profiting by
the present order, try to brush the
question aside through ridicule and
misrepresentation, yet the masses
insist on asking the question, what
is Socialism?

The answer is simple, and a lit-
tle study will reveal the soundness
and justoess of it, Socialism means
the wiping out of classes—the elim-
ination of the class struggle that
has existed since the institution of
private property in the things nec-
essary to life.

What is the class struggle? It is
the contest between the owners of
the means of production aud dis-
tribution (land, mines. factortories
cents. There will be no objection |and railroads) and those who must
to those wishing to do so bringing | use these means of production and
basket dinners. All other events|distribution in order to geta chance

BARBECUE AT MORLEY.

At last the committee in charge
of the picnic at Morley, Saturday,
July 3, given by the Bocialists of
Scott county, has the .ml’ of
the day secured, It is impossible
to get Mr. Debs, so the next best
speaker obtainable was secured—
Senator Winfleld Gaylord, of Wis-
consin.

Here is a chance to see and hear
a real, living, Socialist State Sena-
tor, clected by Wisconsin Socialists
a second time,

The Hunter grove has heen se-
cured and, in addition to a barbe-
cued dinner, there will be refresh-
menta and all the usual amuse-
ments of a first-class barbecue., A
good dance floor and brass and
string music will be on hand.

The charge for dinner will be 25 |
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- CRIMES AND CRIMINALS,
rom an address by Attorney
to the prisoners lg(!lalmnnhil.

Most tl'll!“t:e crimes for whl:lll we
are pun are property crimes.
There are a few personal crimes,
like murder, but most murders can
be traced to troubles arising over
property differences. The crimes
committed are mostly those against
property. If this punishment ia
right, the criminals must have a
lot of property. How much money
is there in this crowd! And yet
you are all here for crimes against
property. The people up and down
the lake shore have not committed
erime, atill they have so much prop-
erty they don't know what to do
with it, It is perfectly plain why
these people have not committed
crimes against property: they make
the laws and therefore do not need
to break them, And in order for
YOUu to get some property you are
obliged to break the rules of the
game

I don't know but what some

will suspend during the speaking|to earn a living.
80 that all can hear. | One clasy owns the things that,
A tremendous crowd is expected. others must use in earning a living |
Get ready. Be with the crowd. |and is in & position to dictate the |
Blfﬂmﬂ. |terms on hwhiﬂli:‘ the %r;)perfyl_ess
ale. = 3F o4 | Ay use these things. & owning |

‘c:;:';: ::lrti:':lteit'm.w)’m‘;m l;:g.a_-lau makes the laws, or rules of
as can be found in Scott connty.|the game, and has the courts, ofti-
The part in cultivation never over- | cers and the army to enforce these
flows. Will sell all’ or in suchirulea or laws. Without an army
parts as suit the buyer. Price #35 | behind it, there can be no ruling
and $40 per acre, if taken s00D.|class, uud just in proportion as the

Terms reasonable. | masses show signs of discontent
J. H Branham, Vanduser Mo. 400 the army increase.

For Sale.—Improved and at/m:\ "'y the owning class will tell
f::ednf:ﬂ:r:“'&n&n_' Blodgett | YOU that this is a free country and
and Diehlstadt at prices ranging’ that*‘the flag’’ protects us all alike
from $25 to $45 per acre. Also, | And because their newspapers and |
business and residence property in |educators have been pumping thm]
Oran, Vanduser, Commerce and into you from childhood, you be-|
Diehlstadt. D. H. Harper, Oran. ||jeve it. Lat's see about it. |
It you bave farm or town Prop-| [pdustrially. no man is free who
erty for “l&d’m it with me. must depend on another man for a
22 D. H. Harper, Oran, Mo | \honca vy earn a living—and may
== | he denied that chance. No man is
free 20 long 88 another man owns
his job. What iz a workingman to
do when he is out of work, his
family is hungry, and oo one will
employ him? Millions of jobless
men in the United States today are
anxiously awaiting an answer.
Politically, we are governed by
courts. Even the Democrats are
now reluctantly admitting this.
Instead of having one despot, as in
Russia or Mexico, we have them by

of yvou may have had a very nice
chance to get rich by carrying the
hod for one dollar a day, twelve
bhours, Instead of taking that nice,
easy profession, you are a burglar.
It you had been given a chance to
be & banker you would rather fol-
iuow that.

Some of you may have had a
chance to work as & switchman on
& railroad where vou koow, accord-
1ng to statistics, that you can not
live and keep all your limbs more
than seven yvears, and you can get

{#50 and 875 a montk for takiog

yvour lives in your hands and, in-
stead of taking that lucrative po-
sition you chose to be a sneak-thief
or something like that. Someof you
made that sort of choice. [ don't
know which I would take if 1 was
reduced to this choice, [ have a
better choice

I will guarantes to take from
this jail, or any jail io the
world, five hundred men who have
been the worst criminals and law-
breakera who ever got into jail,and
I will go down to our lowest streets
and take five hundred of the most
abandoned prostitutes, and go out
somewhere where there is plenty of
land, and will give them a chance
to make a living, and they will be
as good people as the average in
the community.

There i3 a remedy for the sort of
conditions we find here. The world
never finds it out, or when it does
find it out it does not enforce it.
You may pass a law punishing ev-

the hundred scattered all over the
nation. And, only last tall, both

of our liberties.'

But, for thiz tllustration, [ am
not going fo the higher courts,
where a poor devil has no more
show than a snowball in hades. bat |
will look nearer home. ;

In my thirty odd years of resid-|
ence in Ncott county [ have knuwn:
of those of the ruling class commit- |
ting some very grave offenses—in- |
cluding several cases of murder.
But not one can [ reeall that was |
punished. They were able to em- |
ploy the best lawyers_and had the|
“pull.” In some of the most fa-|
grant cases the matter never got|
bevond the grand jury. Can you,
who have watched affairs in Scott|
county. point out an exception to
this rule? I think not |

There are times. however, wa-ul
ltbe rich are punished. Bigelow, |
ll:he millionaire bunker, of Wiscon

. ' . |
in, was sent to the penitentiary. |

<.

B ‘3, HE ROBBED OTHER MILLIO-|
ot | NAIRS!' That is against the rules
|of the game.

Again, if two men of the ruling
| class should get into a quarrel and
one kill the othar, there iz usually
gsomething doing. Both bave in-
fluential friends and plenty of cash
to hire la.wyers—anz others. The
newspapers would take sides and
the people would divide: and while
the murderer would, in all proba-
bility, go free in the end, yet his
pocket-book would suffer much
more severely than if he had killed
a poor devil,

It is about the same whether the
proceedinge be civil or criminal.
The working class has few rights,
if any, that the idle ruling class
is not willing to grant. Anditis
these conditions that Socialism will
change by eliminating the exist-
ence of classes. No useful work,
no product. That is Socialism.

And the only way this can be
accomplished is by making it im-
possible for a part of the people to
live off the labor of others. Btop
this and class distinctions and class
government will disappear. Cut
out the '‘divide up'’ with the idle
class—no rent, no intereat, no pro-
fit. Then the opportunity of all
will be industrially and politieally
equal. That is Bocialism,

O ————

MEANING V
| e s
fers to a "‘sad p,'' what
does she mean?

Bob—8he means that the fellow
got away.

.'I e L T -

. |and it will make no
old parties declared for the suprem- | Men will commit it just the sama,
acy of the courts—the 'bulwark |

ery person with death for burglary
difference,

In England there was a time when
one hundred offenses were punish-
able with death, aud it made no
difference,  The English people
strangely found ont that so fast as
they repealed the severe penalties,
and so fast as they did away with
punishing men by death, crime de-
creased instead of increased; that
the smaller the penalty the fewar
the crimes.

Hanging men does not prevent
murder [t makes murderers

And this has been the history of
the world. It 1& easy to aes how
to do away with what we call crime
[t 1s not so easy to do ir. [ will
tall vou how todoit. It can be
done by giving the peopls a chanoce
to live=by destroving special priv-
ileges. So long as= the big orimin-
aig can get the coal fdelds: o long
as the big eriminals have control
of the city counrcil and get the pub-
lie streets for strest cars and gas
rights, this (2 bound to send thou:
sunds of people to jail. So leng as
men are allowed to monopolize the
earth, and compel others to live on
such terms as thess men see fit to
make, then you are bhound to gel
into jail.

The only wuy in the world te
abolish erime and criminals is to
abolish the big ones and the little
ones together. Make fair condi-
|tions of life. (iive men & chance
[to live. Abolish the right of the
private ownership of land, abolish
monopoly, make the world partuers
in production, partners in the good
things of life.

Nobody would steal if he could
get something of his own some eas-
ier way. Nobody will commit bur-
glary if be has & house full. No
girl will go out on the streets when
she has a comfortable home. The
man who owns a sweat-shop or a
department store may not be to
blame himself for the condition of
his girls, but when he pays them
five dollars, three dollars and two
dollars s week, [ wonder where he
thinks they will get the rest of their
money to livel

The only way to cure these con-

ditions is by nulitgé There shud
be no jails. They do not accomp-
lish what they pretend to accomp-

—

ish. If you would wipe them out
there would be no more oriminals
than uow, They terrorize nobody.
They are a blot upon.

tion, and a jail is evideuce of




